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Established in 2004, the Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority is a joint 
powers authority consisting of fourteen (14) cities and the county.  The RCA is charged with 
administering the 2003 Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan. 
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MEETING AGENDA 
 
*Actions may be taken on any item listed on the agenda.   Non-exempt materials related to an item on this agenda 
submitted to the RCA Board after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection at the RCA 
Offices, 3403 Tenth Street, Suite 320, Riverside, California, during normal business hours.  Such documents are 
also available on the Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority website at www.wrc-rca.org 
subject to staff’s ability to post the documents before the meeting. 

 
Monday, June 8, 2009 

1:00 p.m. 
Riverside County Administrative Center 
First Floor Annex – Board Hearing Room 

4080 Lemon Street 
Riverside, CA  92501 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Government Code Section 54954.2, if special assistance 
is needed to participate in a Board meeting, please contact the Clerk of the Board at (951) 955-9700.  Notification of 
at least 48 hours prior to meeting time will assist staff in assuring that reasonable arrangements can be made to 
provide accessibility at the meeting.   

 
1. CALL TO ORDER   

 
2. ROLL CALL  

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At this time members of the public can address the RCA Board of Directors regarding any items within the 
subject matter jurisdiction of the Board that are not separately listed on this agenda.  Members of the public will 
have an opportunity to speak on agendized items at the time the item is called for discussion.  No action may be 
taken on items not listed on the agenda unless authorized by law.  Each individual speaker is limited to speak 
three (3) continuous minutes or less. Any person wishing to address the Board on any matter, whether or not it 
appears on this agenda, is requested to complete a Request to Speak form from the Clerk of the Board. The 
completed form is to be submitted to the Clerk of the Board prior to an individual being heard.  Whenever 
possible, lengthy testimony should be presented to the Board in writing and only pertinent points presented 
orally. Any written documents to be distributed or presented to the RCA Board of Directors shall be submitted to 
the Clerk of the Board.   

4. BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS (This item provides the opportunity for the Board 
Members to report on attended meetings/conferences and any other items related to RCA 
activities.) 
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5. ADDITIONS/REVISIONS  (The Board may add an item to the Agenda after making a finding 
that there is a need to take immediate action on the item and that the item came to the attention 
of the Board subsequent to the posting of the agenda.  An action adding an item to the agenda 
requires 2/3 vote of the Board.  If there are less than 2/3 of the Board Members present, adding 
an item requires a unanimous vote.  Added items will be placed for discussion at the end of the 
agenda.)  

 
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
                                         
7. CONSENT CALENDAR  (All matters listed under the Consent Calendar will be approved in a 

single motion unless a Board member requests separate action on specific Consent Calendar 
item.  The item will be pulled from the Consent Calendar and placed for discussion.)                                    

  
7.1 AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE WESTERN RIVERSIDE COUNTY REGIONAL CONSERVATION 
AUTHORITY AND AHERN, ADCOCK AND DEVLIN, LLP, FOR MSHCP 
MITIGATION FEE 

 
  Overview
 

This item is for the RCA Board of Directors to approve Amendment No. 2 to the 
Professional Services Agreement between RCA and Ahern, Adcock and Devlin, 
LLP, increasing the scope of services, extending the term, and increasing 
compensation.   
  

7.2  AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO AGREEMENT NO. 08002 BETWEEN THE WESTERN 
RIVERSIDE COUNTY REGIONAL CONSERVATION AUTHORITY AND U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE (USFWS) 
FOR PARTIAL ANNUAL FUNDING OF AN INTERIM MONITORING PROGRAM 
ADMINISTRATOR / MONITORING PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

 
 Overview
 

This item is for the RCA Board of Directors to approve Amendment No. 2 to 
Agreement No. 08002 between the RCA and USFWS to provide partial annual 
funding for an interim Monitoring Program Administrator or Monitoring Program 
Coordinator. 

 
7.3 REPORT REGARDING THOMAS B. MULLEN CONSULTANT SERVICES 
 

Overview 
 
This item is for the RCA Board of Directors to receive and file the report regarding 
Thomas B. Mullen Consultant Services. 
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 7.4 ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 09-004, RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS OF THE WESTERN RIVERSIDE COUNTY REGIONAL 
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY APPROVING THE AGREEMENT AND 
ELECTION TO PREFUND OTHER POST EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS THROUGH 
CALPERS, ADOPTIONG AN OPEB FUNDING POLICY, AND DELEGATING 
AUTHORITY TO REQUEST DISBURSEMENTS 

 
Overview
 
This item is for the RCA Board of Directors to: 
 
1. Adopt Resolution No. 09-004, Resolution of the Board of Directors of the 

Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority Approving the 
Agreement and Election to Prefund Other Post Employment Benefits 
through CalPERS, Adopting an OPEB Funding Policy, and Delegating 
Authority to Request Disbursements; 

 
2. Receive and file Aon’s Actuarial Valuation Study on Post Retirement 

Benefits dated October 28, 2008; and 
 
3. Direct staff to develop a rate structure for OPEB costs as a percentage of 

payroll, based on the entry age normal cost method, using an open 30-year 
amortization period. 

 
8. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

8.1 BIOLOGICAL MONITORING PROGRAM WORK PLAN AND COST ESTIMATE 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009-10 

 
 Overview
 
 This item is for the RCA Board of Directors to approve the Biological Monitoring 

Program Work Plan and Cost Estimate for Fiscal Year 2009-10 in the amount of 
$1,049,828. 

 
 8.2 RESOLUTION NO. 09-003 APPROVING THE FISCAL YEAR 2009-10 

OPERATING AND CAPITAL BUDGET FOR THE WESTERN RIVERSIDE 
COUNTY REGIONAL CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 

 
  Overview 
 

This item is for the RCA Board of Directors to adopt Resolution No. 09-003 
Approving the Fiscal Year 2009-10 Operating and Capital Budget for the Western 
Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority. 
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9. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
 9.1 Presentation of RCA’s New Website 
 9.2 Update Regarding Status of the Cities Menifee and Wildomar JPA Membership 

with USFWS 
 9.3 Follow-up Regarding La Cresta Property Owners’ Association Trails 

 
10. LAND ACQUISITION UPDATE 
 
11. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 

Board Members are invited to suggest additional items to be brought forward for 
 discussion. 

 
12. CLOSED SESSION ITEMS:    

 
12.1 CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 

Pursuant to Subdivision (a) of Government Code Section 54956.9 
■ Case No. RIC 493432 
■ Case No. RIC 493433 
 

12.2 CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
  Pursuant to Subdivision (b) of Government Code Section 54945.9 
  Exposure to Litigation    
  Number of Potential Cases:  One (1) 

 
12.3 CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR 
  Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8 
  Negotiating Parties: RCA Executive Director or Designee 
  Under Negotiation: Price/Terms 
 

Item Assessor Parcel No. Property Owners 
1 390-100-010 Freddie H. Reynolds, Reynolds Family Trust 

 
   

 13. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The next meeting of the Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority 
Board of Directors is scheduled for July 6, 2009, at 1:00 p.m., at the County 
Administrative Center, Board Room, 4080 Lemon Street, Riverside, California. 



 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 6 
 

MINUTES 
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MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, May 11, 2009 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER   
 

The meeting of the Board of Directors of the Western Riverside County Regional 
Conservation Authority was called to order by Chairman Bob Buster at 
1:02 p.m. in the Board Room of the County Administrative Center, First Floor, 
4080 Lemon Street, Riverside, California 92501. 

 
2. ROLL CALL  
 

Board Members/Alternates Present Board Members Absent 
 

 Bill Batey Marion Ashley 
 Bob Buster John Tavaglione 
 Larry Dressel Roy Wilson 
 Maryann Edwards 
 Jordan Ehrenkranz 
 Frank Hall 
 Jim Hyatt  
 Robin Lowe 
 John Machisic 
 John Mansperger 
 Melissa Melendez 
 Andy Melendrez 
 Eugene Montanez 
 Jeff Stone 
 Gary Thomasian 
 Mark Yarbrough 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Vicki Long, representing the La Cresta Property Owners’ Association, asked about 
information conveyed to her by a Code Enforcement staff member regarding a 
meeting being scheduled by the RCA, EPD and Code Enforcement identifying La 
Cresta as a habitat area and, therefore, needing to go through the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) or the horse trails in La Cresta will be closed.  In 
discussing the matter with their Attorney, she was informed that CEQA does not apply 
to the Association.  Further, if a government agency wish to acquire their horse trails,
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the governmental agency would have to do an Environment Impact Report (EIR) and 
go through the CEQA process.  She believed that the proceeding started because of a 
letter from a group of La Cresta residents sent to the County of Riverside.  Finally, she 
requested a copy of the letter.    

 
Chairman Buster said that it is his understanding that Code Enforcement’s visit to La 
Cresta was due to a complaint letter from La Cresta property owners.  He believes this 
is strictly a civil matter between the property owners and does not involve the County 
or its agencies.  He is not able to confirm this as he has not seen the letter.  He will get 
back with Ms. Long when he receives information. 

 
Charlie Landry, Executive Director, stated that the RCA has not received anything 
regarding this matter.  The RCA meets with the EPD on a regular basis, and he will 
bring this matter up at their next meeting. 

 
Robin Lowe and Eugene Montanez questioned the communication rendered by Code 
Enforcement to Ms. Long implicating the RCA and RCHCA, and requested a report 
back on this matter.   

 
4. BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
There were no Board Member announcements. 

 
5. ADDITIONS/REVISIONS   

 
There were no additions or revisions to the agenda.   

 
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
M/S/C (MONTANEZ/MELENDEZ) to approve the minutes of April 6, 2009 
meeting, as submitted. 

                                         
7. CONSENT CALENDAR                                                                        
   

Consent Calendar items were pulled and individual actions were taken on each of 
the items. 

 
7.1 2009 ELECTION OF SPECIAL DISTRICT RISK MANAGEMENT 

AUTHORITY (SDRMA) BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
  M/S/C (MONTANEZ/STONE) to:   
 

1. Receive the information for the SDRMA Board of Directors 
vacancies; and 

 
2. That RCA Board Member(s) interested in seeking election to 

SDRMA Board of Directors contact RCA staff by May 29, 2009 
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so that the Resolution for Candidate Nomination can be 
prepared and submitted for approval at the next meeting.   

 
7.2 RESOLUTION NO. 09-002, RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS OF THE WESTERN RIVERSIDE COUNTY REGIONAL 
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY ADOPTING A GIFT OF TICKET 
DISTRIBUTION POLICY 

 
Melissa Melendez said that the City of Lake Elsinore is the owner of the 
baseball park in Lake Elsinore. She asked Legal Counsel to clarify the policy 
relating to event tickets held at the baseball park.    

 
Steve DeBaun, Legal Counsel, said that unless there is ceremonial function 
that an elected official is attending at the baseball park, if tickets are being 
sold to the general public, this would be covered under the policy.  The old 
regulations required an elected official to declare the tickets on their Form 700.  
Under the new regulations and the proposed policy, the agency will need to 
report and post the names of the individuals receiving tickets on the Form 802.   

 
M/S/C (MONTANEZ/STONE) to adopt Resolution No. 09-002, A 
Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Western Riverside 
County Regional Conservation Authority Adopting a Gift of Ticket 
Distribution Policy. 

 
 

7.3 HABITAT RESERVE FIRE RESPONSE AND SUPPRESSION POLICY 
 

Jim Hyatt asked who developed the Fire Response and Suppression Policy, 
and Ken Graff, Director of Land Acquisition, said that the Policy was prepared 
in-house along with Dave Driscoll, RCA Consultant and a former Cal Fire 
Regional Director.  The policy is designed to be generic in scope and used as  
a foundation toward the development of local habitat unit response plans.  
Once local habitat unit response plans are completed, they will be provided to 
appropriate agencies and officials.  

 
Chairman Buster added that Dave Driscoll is also a member of Riverside 
County’s Fire Hazard Reduction Task Force and is familiar with state, national 
and international issues regarding wildfires and planning. 

   
Gary Thomasian asked if the local habitat unit response plan only deals with 
designated area(s), and Ken Graff said the plan interfaces with the reserves in 
the MSHCP Plan.  Cal Fire and the various cities will have specific activities 
related to the individual habitat units, and meetings will be held with applicable 
agencies to discuss the local plan.   
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In response to Gary Thomasian regarding the use of bulldozers in habitat areas, 
Ken Graff said that bulldozers are classified as the most destructive equipment 
to habitat.  Cal Fire staff and others are trained on a regular basis in the 
operation of bulldozers in habitat areas.  The bulldozers are used, when 
necessary, and the Incident Fire Commander would make the determination. 

 
M/S/C (HYATT/MELENDREZ) to receive and file the Habitat Reserve 
Fire Response and Suppression Policy.   

 
8. DISCUSSION ITEM 
 

8.1 RECURRING CONTRACTS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009-2010 
 

Charlie Landry stated that in light of the anticipated revenue projections for Fiscal 
Year 2009-2010, the amounts of the recurring contracts were significantly reduced 
by approximately 27%.  He reported on activities and services provided by Tom 
Mullen and Economics and Politics, Inc. (John Husing) as follows:   
 
Tom Mullen 
 
1) Continues to work on securing additional funding for the MSHCP; 
2) Work on assembling a roundtable on infrastructure for the purposes of securing 

and increasing funding for the MSHCP from the federal government and other 
sources; 

3) Coordinate with various national foundations and national environmental 
groups, of which many of them have been on a parallel course with the RCA.  
They share the same concern that the extraordinary commitments made in the 
private and public sectors for billions in new infrastructure for cleaner energy 
and safer, more efficient transportation could fall short of the goal if projects 
were not delivered on time and on budget; 

4) Instrumental in setting up the California Habitat Conservation Plan Coalition, 
made up of most representatives of HCPs within the State of California led by 
The Nature Conservancy and others, to increase funding through Section 6;  

5) Held meetings with the Assistant Secretary of the Interior, Deputy Director of 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and will schedule meetings with new 
appointments within the new administration; 

6) Introduced to Doug Wheeler, former California State Secretary of Resources, by 
Robin Lowe.  Dough has been assisting Tom and RCA through this process 
and has provided a number of contracts to continue our dialogue. 

 7) Met with the Conservation Fund and a number of other foundations which fund 
environmental programs, which include the Annenberg Foundation and the 
Packard Foundation; 

8) RCA lead person RCA in sharing information with the Foundations and 
environmental groups for the purposes of increased Habitat Conservation Plan 
(HCP) funding for infrastructure development; and 
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