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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

The Executive Committee, consisting of the RCA Board Chairman, 
Vice Chairman, Past Chairman, and four members of the RCA Board,  

makes recommendations regarding personnel, administrative 
and financial matters, as well as provide guidance on a broad range of issues 

including target areas or types of habitats needed to remain in rough step.   
In addition, the Executive Committee may schedule Funding Coordination 

Committee workshops to discuss funding and acquisition strategy. 
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*Action(s) may be taken on any item listed on the agenda. Non-exempt materials related to an item on this 
agenda submitted to the RCA Executive Committee after distribution of the agenda packet are available for 
public inspection at the RCA Offices, 3403 10th Street, Suite 320, Third Floor, Riverside, California, 92501, 
during normal business hours.  Such documents are also available on the Western Riverside County 
Regional Conservation Authority website at www.wrc-rca.org subject to staff’s ability to post the documents 
before the meeting. 

 
Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

12:00 P.M. 
Riverside Centre, RCA Conference Room 

3403 Tenth Street, Suite 320 
Riverside, CA  92501 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Government Code Section 54954.2, if special 
assistance is needed to participate in an Executive Committee meeting, please contact the Clerk of the 
Board at (951) 955-9700.  Notification of at least 48 hours prior to meeting time will assist staff in assuring 
that reasonable arrangements can be made to provide accessibility at the meeting.   

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT (At this time members of the public can address the Executive Committee 

regarding any items within the subject matter jurisdiction of the RCA that are not separately listed on 
this agenda.  Members of the public will have the opportunity to speak on agendized items at the 
time the item is called for discussion.  No action may be taken on items not listed on the agenda 
unless authorized by law.  Each individual speaker is limited to speak three (3) continuous minutes or 
less.  Any person wishing to address the Executive Committee on any matter, whether or not it 
appears on this agenda, is requested to complete a Request to Speak form available from the Clerk 
of the Board.  The completed form is to be submitted to the Clerk of the Board prior to an individual 
being heard.  Whenever possible, lengthy testimony should be presented to the Executive 
Committee in writing and only pertinent points presented orally.  Any written documents to be 
distributed or presented to the Executive Committee shall be submitted to the Clerk of the Board. 

 
4. COMMITTEE MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
5. ADDITIONS/REVISIONS (The Committee may add an item to the Agenda after making a 

finding that there is a need to take immediate action on the item and that the item came to the 
attention of the Committee subsequent to the posting of the agenda.  An action adding an item to the 
agenda requires 2/3 vote of the Committee.  If there are less than 2/3 of the Committee Members 
present, adding an item requires a unanimous vote.  Added items will be placed for discussion at the 
end of the agenda.) 

http://www.wrc-rca.org/
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6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
 

7. MSHCP LOCAL DEVELOPMENT MITIGATION FEE ANNUAL CPI ADJUSTMENT 
         

Overview 
 
This item is for the RCA Executive Committee to: 
 
1) Provide staff direction regarding implementation of the CPI adjustment for 

Fiscal Year 2010-11; and 
 
2) Possibly direct staff to agendize this matter for the May 3, 2010 meeting of 

the RCA Board of Directors. 
 

8. CONSULTANT SERVICES PROVIDED BY DUDEK 
 

Overview 
 
This item is for the RCA Executive Committee to: 
 
1) Recommend that the RCA Board of Directors receive and file the consultant 

report regarding Dudek; and 
 
2) Direct staff to agendize this matter for the May 3, 2010 meeting of the RCA 

Board of Directors. 
 
9. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 
9.1 RCA Board Workshop 
9.2 Update Regarding HCP Coalition   

 
10. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:  (Committee members are invited to suggest additional 
 items to be brought forward for discussion.) 
 
11. CLOSED SESSION ITEM: 
 

11A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
Pursuant to Subdivision (b) of Government Code Section 54956.9 
Exposure to Litigation 
Number of Potential Cases:  One (1) 

 
11B. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 

  Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957 
  Title:  Executive Director   
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12. ADJOURNMENT   
 
The next meeting of the Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority 
Executive Committee will be held on Wednesday, April 21, 2010, at 12:00 p.m., at 
the Riverside Centre, 3403 Tenth Street, Suite 320, Third Floor, RCA Conference 
Room, Riverside, California, 92501.   

 



 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 6 
 

MINUTES 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

      

MINUTES 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

February 17, 2010 
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1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The meeting of the Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority 
Executive Committee was called to order by Chairman Gary Thomasian at 12:05 
p.m. in the RCA Conference Room, 3403 Tenth Street, Suite 320, Riverside, 
California. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

 
Committee Members Present Committee Member Absent 
 
Bob Buster Marion Ashley 
Jim Hyatt 
Melissa Melendez 
Eugene Montanez 
Jeff Stone 
Gary Thomasian 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
There were no public comments. 
 

4. COMMITTEE MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

There were no Committee Member announcements. 
 

5. ADDITIONS/REVISIONS  
 
Steve DeBaun, Legal Counsel, requested that the Executive Committee add a late 
breaking item to Closed Session.  He received correspondence received yesterday 
after the agenda and was posted and mailed.  The item falls under Government 
Code Section 54956.9, Subdivision c, and pertains to Case No. RIC 532973, 
Empire Homes vs. City of Beaumont.  
 

M/S/C (STONE/MONTANEZ) to add Case No. RIC 532973, Empire 
Homes vs. City of Beaumont, to Closed Session as a late breaking 
item.  
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6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
M/S/C (MONTANEZ/HYATT) to approve the minutes of the January 20, 
2010 Executive Committee meeting as submitted.   
 

7. FISCAL YEAR 2009-10 SECOND QUARTER FINANCIAL REPORT AND 
BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS 
 
Honey Bernas, Director of Administrative Services, presented a summary of the 
second quarter financial report.   The revenues, appropriations and cash balance 
as of December 31, 2009 were as follows:  
 
 Operations 

      Revenue          $    768,764 
       Appropriations           $    267,438 
       Net Operating Position   $    501,326 
 
 Land Acquisitions 
 Revenue     $  3,791,337 
 Appropriations    $  9,809,508 
 Adjustment from Cash Balance $  6,018,171 

Adjusted Net Operating Position $                0 
 Management and Monitoring 
        Revenue     $     961,461 
 Appropriations    $     929,009 
 Net Operating Position   $       32,452 
 Cash Balance    $10,300,000 
 
Honey Bernas further advised that budget adjustments were necessary as follows.  
In Department 935100, it is necessary to increase revenue by $499,349 and 
increase appropriations by $835.  In Department 935201, it is necessary to 
decrease revenue by $2,812,663 and decrease appropriations by $1,042,454. 
    
 M/S/C (HYATT/STONE) to: 
 

1) Recommend that the RCA Board of Directors receive and file the 
Fiscal Year 2009-10 Second Quarter Financial Statements; 

 
2) Recommend that the RCA Board of Directors approve the 

Budget Adjustments contained in Exhibit A; and  
 

3) Authorize staff to agendize this matter for the March 1, 2010 
meeting of the RCA Board of Directors.   
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 8. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 
Charlie Landry, Executive Director, reported on the following items: 
 
8.1 RCA Newsletter 
 

The newsletter provides information on the RCA, how the Multiple Species 
Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP) works, the cities and County’s 
obligation, accomplishments to date, and the affect on the economy to the 
MSHCP.  Input from Board Members on the newsletter is appreciated. 
 
Chairman Thomasian said that the information in the newsletter offers 
assistance to cities, county, and the public in the process and determining if 
a property is within a criteria or linkage area, as well as resource 
information. 
 
Melissa Melendez asked if the public was informed on Plan Areas and 
conservation prior to implementation of the MSHCP.  Eugene Montanez said 
that stakeholders, which included property owners, were involved and 
members of a committee.  Michelle Ouellette added that notifications were 
sent to property owners and public hearings were held in various areas.         

 
8.2 Report on Consultant Services – Thomas B. Mullen  
 

From July 2, 2009 through December 31, 2009, Tom Mullen has been 
working with the offices of Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer 
and coordinating with the California Habitat Conservation Plan Coalition to 
overturn the policy change made by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife disallowing 
use of local development mitigation funds as match for Section 6 funding.  
In addition, he continued to work on an initiative for developing additional 
funding and programs to support MSHCP agencies in consult with Senator 
Feinstein, the Coalition, state and federal agencies, and Congressmen Ken 
Calvert and Jerry Lewis.  He was involved in the preparation of the Summit 
on Infrastructure and the Environment which served to recognize MSHCPs 
and provided a structure for an additional funding mechanism for the Plan.    
Review of activities in Washington, D.C., followed. 
 

8.3 RCA Board Workshop 
 
 A workshop for RCA Board Members is being planned for Monday April 12, 

2010, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., at the County Administrative Center, 
Conference Rooms 2A and 2B.  Subject areas to be covered include RCA 
goals and objectives, status of the MSHCP, acquisitions, rough step, 
obligations for public projects and collection issues, etc.  Staff will send an 
email to check Board Members’ availability and to request that they save the 
date and time for the workshop. 
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Chairman Thomasian stated that workshop RCA’s mission and/or purpose 
statement should be discussed at the workshop.   

 
 9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:   
 

There were no future agenda items requested by the Executive Committee 
members. 
 
Melissa Melendez requested that when financial reports are presented to also 
include the percentage of the expenditures to date.  
 
At this time, Chairman Thomasian adjourned the meeting to Closed Session. 

 
10. CLOSED SESSION ITEMS: 
 

10A. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR 
 Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8 
 Negotiating Parties:  RCA – Executive Director or Designee 
 Under Negotiation: Price/Terms 
   

Item Assessor Parcel Nos. Negotiating Party 
1 555-210-001, 555-210-002, 

220-001, 555-220-014, 555-
004, 555-290-005, 555-290-
555-300-002, 569-020-006, 
020-007 and 569-020-015 

Don Kent 

 
 
 10B. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 
  Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957 
  Title:  Executive Director 
 
 10C. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
  Pursuant to Subdivision c of Government Code Section 54956.9 
  RIC 532973 – Empire Homes vs. City of Beaumont  
  

After Closed Session, Chairman Thomasian reconvened the meeting.  There were 
no announcements from the Closed Session items. 
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MSHCP LOCAL DEVELOPMENT MITIGATION FEE  
ANNUAL CPI ADJUSTMENT 

 
 

 
 
 
Staff Contact:  Charles Landry 
  Executive Director 
  (951) 955-9700 
 
Background:   
The MSHCP calls for an annual CPI adjustment to local development mitigation fees collected 
to fund the implementation of the Plan.  Fee ordinances adopted by the County and Cities 
reflect this requirement.  Each year, the RCA staff informs the County and Cities of the CPI 
adjustment and asks them to adjust their fee accordingly.   
 
Based on the CPI increase from December 2008 to December 2009, MSHCP fees would 
increase 1.832% effective July 1, 2010.  The attached spreadsheet shows the current fees and 
the fees effective July 1, should the RCA implement the increase.   
 
If RCA elects not to implement the CPI adjustment, staff estimates a possible loss of revenue, 
based on the first six months of this fiscal year, of approximately $115,000 for Fiscal Year 2011.  
Given the current economy, staff is seeking the Committee’s direction concerning the 
implementation of the CPI adjustment.  RCA did not adjust the fees last fiscal year.   
 
Staff Recommendation:   
That the RCA Executive Committee:   
 

1) Provide staff direction regarding implementation of the CPI adjustment for Fiscal Year 
2010-11; and  

2) Direct staff to agendize this matter for the May 3, 2010 meeting of the RCA Board of 
Directors. 
 

Attachment: 
Current and adjusted MSHCP Fees 
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Current and Adjusted MSHCP Fees 
 
 



REGIONAL CONSERVATION AUTHORITY (RCA)
PROPOSED MITIGATION FEE INCREASE FOR JULY 1, 2010
Based on Consumer Price Index (CPI)

Source for CPI:  U.S Bureau of Labor Statistics for "Los Angeles-Riverside-Orange County"

 

Proposed Fees for July 1, 2010
FY 09-10 Note 1 FY 10-11
Existing CPI Adjusted $ Fee Increase

Fee Category Fee Fee per Factor Fee (7/1/09 to 7/1/10)
Residential, density less than 8.0 dwelling units per acre $1,938 dwelling unit 1.8320% $1,974 $36

Residential, density between 8.0 and 14.0 dwelling units per acre $1,241 dwelling unit 1.8320% $1,264 $23

Residential, density greater than 14.0 dwelling units per acre $1,008 dwelling unit 1.8320% $1,026 $18

Commercial $6,597 acre 1.8320% $6,718 $121

Industrial $6,597 acre 1.8320% $6,718 $121

Note 1:  Based on the CPI increase from December 2008 to December 2009. 
 

Legal justification based on MSHCP Mitigation Fee Ordinance.
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CONSULTANT SERVICES 
PROVIDED BY DUDEK 





Exhibit A 

Services Provided by Dudek 
 
Dudek was part of the consultant team hired by the County of Riverside in 1999 to 
coordinate the RCIP.  Dudek’s specific role was to coordinate and prepare the Multiple 
Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP).  The MSHCP was adopted in June 2003.  
After adoption of the MSHCP, the Federal and State “take” Permits were issued in 
2004.  With the MSHCP fully executed, and as the authors of the Plan, Dudek was hired 
to assist the County, and subsequently the newly formed Regional Conservation 
Authority (RCA), with implementation of the Plan.   
 
Joint Project Review Processing  
The Joint Project Review (JPR) process is the cornerstone of MSHCP implementation.  
When Permittees propose projects within the Criteria Area, each project and its MSHCP 
Consistency Determinations must be reviewed by the RCA.  The purpose of the JPR 
process is to fulfill the RCA’s obligations under the Plan to ensure Permittees are 
appropriately interpreting and utilizing the take authorization set forth in the MSHCP and 
Permits.  JPR materials include detailed biological assessments, project plans and other 
forms of documentation needed to show consistency with the MSHCP.  Dudek reviews 
all information and reports submitted with JPRs and provides the expertise to determine 
whether or not Permittees are processing development projects in accordance with the 
requirements of the Plan.  Dudek prepares the key mapping information used to provide 
the Wildlife Agencies and Permittees analysis on the project and its relationship to the 
MSHCP.  Dudek provides support and coordination to the Permittees utilizing the JPR 
process. Dudek coordinates meetings related to JPRs, and facilitates discussions with 
the Wildlife Agencies on JPRs.  After coordination with RCA, Dudek prepares and 
finalizes the JPR final documentation and distributes that to the Wildlife Agencies per 
the Plan requirements.   On average, Dudek processes over 100 JPRs per year.  
 
Participating Special Entities  
Dudek reviews and assists in the processing of Participating Special Entities (PSEs) 
which are non-Permittees that can “join on” to the MSHCP on a project-by-project basis.  
Processing of PSEs usually entail meetings prior to the PSE material submittals, then 
extensive coordination with the PSE on the details of their analysis.  Dudek coordinates 
with RCA, Best, Best and Krieger and the Wildlife Agencies so that the Certificate of 
Inclusion can be issued to the PSE and fees subsequently collected.   
 
Criteria Refinements 
When Criteria Refinements have been proposed by Permittees, Dudek attends 
meetings and reviews the biological analysis to determine if the proposal by the 
Permittee meets the standards set forth in the MSHCP for a Criteria Refinement.  A 
number of major Criteria Refinements have been proposed and considered in the past 
several years, including the following: 

 Proposal to modify the conservation area proposed for Core 2 in the French 
Valley area 

 Proposal to modify conservation in the West Hemet vernal pool areas 
 Proposal to modify conservation in the San Jacinto River valley area
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 Proposal to add a linkage in the Beaumont area 
 Proposal to modify a linkage in the Horsetheif Canyon area 
 Proposal to modify conservation in the Lake Elsinore Back Basin area 
 Proposal by City of Calimesa to include a redundant linkage near El Casco Creek 

 
Minor Amendments  
Dudek assisted in the preparation of Minor Amendment 2007-01, which was to correct 
the MSHCP related to Rough Step Analysis and accounting related to properties 
acquired prior to the MSHCP.  This task evolved over several years, and involved a 
detailed accounting of conservation status of various properties, and a recalculation of 
the Rough Step formula. All of the documentation and analysis has been prepared by 
Dudek.  Coordination with the Wildlife Agencies regarding this Minor Amendment has 
been through Dudek, and Dudek has made the presentations to the RCA Board 
regarding this Minor Amendment.  Minor Amendments proposed by Permittees are 
reviewed by Dudek as well.   
 
Weekly County Coordination Meetings  
Dudek participates in weekly meetings between the RCA and the County of Riverside 
Environmental Programs Department to discuss upcoming projects and issues related 
to MSHCP implementation.  The meetings are an important communicative tool as the 
County of Riverside is the Permittee with the most acreage affected by the MSHCP.  
The majority of MSHCP-related cases are in the county of Riverside.  
 
Monthly Wildlife Agency Coordination meetings  
Dudek coordinates, sets agendas and participates in monthly meetings with the USFWS 
and CDFG to discuss a variety of issues that regularly surface on MSHCP 
implementation, land acquisition, funding, and management. 
 
Bi-Weekly Acquisition Team Meetings  
Dudek attends and participates in the RCA’s Acquisitions Team Meetings. Dudek’s role 
is advisory related to overall MSHCP implementation issues and assistance in 
strategies for acquisitions that are important for Reserve Assembly.  Dudek prepares a 
brief analysis to determine if a potential acquisition being considered by the RCA will 
meet the objectives of the MSHCP.    
 
Management and Monitoring review  
Dudek has been providing the RCA with a review and audit of habitat and species 
monitoring to determine how efficiencies can be realized in the management and 
monitoring process. 
 
Annual Report  
Dudek provides data and textual support to the preparation of the Annual Report.  
Dudek assisted in the preparation of the 2005, 2006, 2007 Annual Reports.  Dudek 
provided quality assurance review of the 2008 Annual Report which was prepared by 
the RCA.  
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Ongoing Individual Project Coordination  
Dudek has participated in meetings and discussions regarding specific high-profile 
projects.  Dudek provides background and MSHCP guidance regarding these projects 
while understanding and supporting the local and political issues surrounding these 
types of projects.  Examples of these types of projects include: the vernal pool issues in 
Hemet, expansion of the Hemet-Ryan Airport, Guava Street Bridge in Murrieta, and the 
El Casco Substation proposed by SCE in the badlands area. 
 
Training, Presentations and Manuals  
Dudek has coordinated and executed yearly training sessions for Permittees, including 
cities and RCTC, covering a broad range of issues related to MSHCP implementation. 
Additionally, Dudek prepares and presents information regarding MSHCP 
implementation, rough step status and general information to the RCA Board either at 
Board Meetings or special Board Workshops. Dudek has prepared a Permittee 
Implementation Manual and supplements which act as a “how to” for the local 
Permittees (cities).  This Manual is often  
referred to and used by the city planning staff that is responsible for ensuring MSHCP 
consistency.   
 
Ongoing Support for Permittees 
Representing RCA, Dudek, interfaces regularly with the Permittees, non-Permittees and 
private consultants on MSHCP questions regarding implementation.   
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