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The Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority was established in 2004 as a joint powers 
authority to administer the 2003 Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan.  
Currently, the Authority consists of seventeen (17) cities and the county.   
 

 
MEETING 

 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2011 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
4080 Lemon Street, Riverside, CA 92501 

 
12:00 P.M. (Closed Session), Auditor-Controller’s Conference Room, 11th Floor 

1:00 P.M. (General Meeting), First Floor – Board Hearing Room 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
OFFICERS 

Jeff Stone, Chairman     Jim Hyatt, Vice Chairman 
 County of Riverside, District 3     City of Calimesa 

 
                               

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

              John Machisic      Kevin Bash 
 City of Banning      City of Norco 
 
 Roger Berg       Mark Yarbrough 
 City of Beaumont      City of Perris 
 
 Randy Bonner      Mike Gardner 
 City of Canyon Lake      City of Riverside 
 
 Eugene Montanez      Scott Miller 
 City of Corona       City of San Jacinto 
 
 Adam Rush       Maryann Edwards 
 City of Eastvale      City of Temecula 
 
 Linda Krupa      Ben Benoit 
 City of Hemet       City of Wildomar 
 
 Melissa Melendez      Bob Buster 
 City of Lake Elsinore      County of Riverside District 1 
 
 Thomas Fuhrman      John Tavaglione 
 City of Menifee      County of Riverside District 2 
 
 Bill Batey       John Benoit 
 City of Moreno Valley      County of Riverside District 4 
 
 Alan Long       Marion Ashley 
 City of Murrieta      County of Riverside District 5  
               
  

Charles Landry, Executive Director 
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MEETING AGENDA* 
*Actions may be taken on any item listed on the agenda.   Non-exempt materials related to an item on this agenda 
submitted to the RCA Board after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection at the RCA 
Offices, 3403 Tenth Street, Suite 320, Riverside, California, during normal business hours.  Such documents are 
also available on the Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority website at www.wrc-rca.org 
subject to staff’s ability to post the documents before the meeting. 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Government Code Section 54954.2, if special 
assistance is needed to participate in a Board meeting, please contact the Clerk of the Board at (951) 955-9700.  
Notification of at least 48 hours prior to meeting time will assist staff in assuring that reasonable arrangements can 
be made to provide accessibility at the meeting.   

 
Monday, September 12, 2011 

Riverside County Administrative Center 
4080 Lemon Street 

Riverside, California 92501 

 
12:00 P.M.  – Auditor-Controller’s Conference Room, 11th Floor 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER   

 
2. CLOSED SESSION ITEMS 

 
2A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
 Pursuant to Subdivision (a) of Government Code Section 54956.9 
 ■ RIC 530137 

 
2B. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR 
 Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8 
 Property:  927-680-004 and 927-680-005 
 Negotiating Parties: Rancho California Water District 
 Under Negotiation: Price and Terms 
 

3. ADJOURN TO FIRST FLOOR ANNEX – BOARD HEARING ROOM 
 

1:00 P.M. - First Floor Annex – Board Hearing Room 
  
4. CALL TO ORDER – RECONVENE MEETING 
 
5. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
6. ROLL CALL 

http://www.wrc-rca.org/
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7. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS (This item provides the opportunity for the Board 

Members to report on attended meetings/conferences and any other items related to RCA 
activities.) 

 

9. ADDITIONS/REVISIONS  (The Board may add an item to the Agenda after making a finding 

that there is a need to take immediate action on the item and that the item came to the attention 
of the Board subsequent to the posting of the agenda.  An action adding an item to the agenda 
requires 2/3 vote of the Board.  If there are less than 2/3 of the Board Members present, adding 
an item requires a unanimous vote.  Added items will be placed for discussion at the end of the 
agenda.)  
 

10. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
11. CONSENT CALENDAR (All matters listed under the Consent Calendar will be approved in a 

single motion unless a Board Member requests separate action on specific Consent Calendar 
item.  The item will be pulled from the Consent Calendar and placed for discussion.) 
 
11.1 RESOLUTION NO. 11-007, “RESOLUTION FOR THE ELECTION OF 

DIRECTORS TO THE SPECIAL DISTRICT RISK MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS” 

 
 Overview 
 
 This item is for the RCA Board of Directors to: 
 

1) Adopt Resolution No. 11-007, “Resolution for the Election of Directors to the 
Special District Risk Management Authority Board of Directors,” selecting Mike 
Schaefer of Costa Mesa Sanitary District, Ed Gray of Chino Valley 
Independent Fire District, and Terry Burkhart of Bighorn-Desert View Water 
District to fill the vacant positions; and 
 

2) Authorize staff to forward Resolution No. 11-007 and the ballot to the Special 
District Risk Management Authority. 

 
 

At this time members of the public can address the RCA Board of Directors regarding any items within 
the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board that are not separately listed on this agenda.  Members of the 
public will have an opportunity to speak on agendized items at the time the item is called for discussion.  
No action may be taken on items not listed on the agenda unless authorized by law.  Each individual 
speaker is limited to speak three (3) continuous minutes or less. Any person wishing to address the 
Board on any matter, whether or not it appears on this agenda, is requested to complete a “Request to 
Speak” form from the Clerk of the Board. The completed form is to be submitted to the Clerk of the Board 
prior to an individual being heard.  Whenever possible, lengthy testimony should be presented to the 
Board in writing and only pertinent points presented orally. Any written documents to be distributed or 
presented to the RCA Board of Directors shall be submitted to the Clerk of the Board.   



RCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS AGENDA 
Page 3 of 5 

September 12, 2011 
 
 

11.2 FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 THIRD QUARTER FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
 Overview 
 

This item is for the RCA Board of Directors to receive and file the Fiscal Year 
2010-11 Third Quarter Financial Report. 
 

11.3 FISCAL YEAR  2010-11 APPROPRIATION TRANSFERS REPORT 
 
 Overview 
 
 This item is for the RCA Board of Directors to receive and file the Fiscal Year 

2010-11 Appropriation Transfers Report. 
 
11.4 CONSULTANT REPORTS 
  
 11.4A DOUG WHEELER – THIRD AND FOURTH QUARTER REPORTS 
 
  Overview 
 

This item is for the RCA Board of Directors to receive and file Doug 
Wheeler’s Third and Fourth Quarter Consultant Reports. 
 

11.4B DAVE KENNETT – THIRD AND FOURTH QUARTER REPORTS 
 
 Overview 
 
 This item is for the RCA Board of Directors to receive and file Dave 

Kennett’s Third and Fourth Quarter Consultant Reports. 
 

12. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

12.1 RESOLUTION NO. 11-006, “RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE WESTERN RIVERSIDE COUNTY REGIONAL CONSERVATION 
AUTHORITY ADOPTING A STATEMENT OF INVESTMENT POLICY” 

 
 Overview 
 
 This item is for the RCA Board of Directors to adopt Resolution No. 11-006, 

“Resolution of the Board of Directors to Adopt a Statement of Investment Policy”. 
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12.2 FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 PRELIMINARY FOURTH QUARTER (UNAUDITED) 
FINANCIAL REPORT AND BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS 

 
 Overview 
 
 This item is for the RCA Board of Directors to: 
 

1)  Receive and file the Fiscal Year 2010-11 Preliminary Fourth Quarter 
(Unaudited) Financial Report; 

 
2) Approve the budget adjustments contained in Exhibit A attached thereto; 

and 
 

3) Authorize the Chairman to direct the Auditor-Controller to make the budget 
adjustments contained in Exhibit A.   

 
4) Commit $600.00 thousand in FY 11 Tipping Fee proceeds for future land 

acquisition cost. 
  
12.3 WESTERN RIVERSIDE COUNTY REGIONAL CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 

MULTIPLE SPECIES HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN ANNUAL REPORT 
2010 PRESENTATION  

 
 Overview 
 
 This item is for the RCA Board of Directors to receive and file the Western 

Riverside County Conservation Authority Multiple Species Habitat Conservation 
Plan Annual Report 2010. 

 
13. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
  

13.1  LOAN PROGRAM UPDATE 
 13.2  CRITICAL HABITAT DESIGNATION UPDATE 
 13.3  NEXUS STUDY UPDATE 
 13.4  SECTION 6 UPDATE 
 
14. LAND ACQUISITION UPDATE 
 
15.  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING 
 

Board Members are invited to suggest additional items to be brought forward for 
discussion.   
 
 
 

 



RCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS AGENDA 
Page 5 of 5 

September 12, 2011 
 
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT  
 

The next meeting of the Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority 
Board of Directors is scheduled for Monday, October 3, 2011, at 1:00 p.m., at the County 
of Riverside Administrative Center, Board Room, 4080 Lemon Street, Riverside, 
California, 92501. 



 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 10 
 

MINUTES 
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MEETING MINUTES 
May 2, 2011 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER   
 

The meeting of the Board of Directors of the Western Riverside County Regional 
Conservation Authority was called to order by Chairman Jeff Stone at 1:02 p.m. in the 
Board Room, Riverside County Administrative Center, 4080 Lemon Street, Riverside, 
California, 92501.    

                                                                                                                                                       
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Tom Fuhrman led the RCA Board Members and those present in a flag salute. 
     

3. ROLL CALL  
 

Board Members/Alternates Present   Board Members Absent 
 
Marion Ashley      Bill Batey 
Kevin Bash       John Benoit  
Ben Benoit       Mark Yarbrough   
Roger Berg 
Randy Bonner       
Bob Buster  
Maryann Edwards       
Thomas Fuhrman       
Mike Gardner       
Jim Hyatt 
Linda Krupa 
Alan Long 
John Machisic 
Melissa Melendez 
Scott Miller 
Eugene Montanez 

 Jeff Stone 
 John Tavaglione 
  
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
1) Vicki Long of Murrieta, California, spoke about her efforts for the past 30 years 

to save mountain lions as well as her association with University of California 
@ Davis relating to the study of mountain lions.  She expressed her 
appreciation to the County of Riverside for not consenting to a proposal by 
California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) to allow the hunting of 
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mountain lions in the County, especially in the Santa Ana mountain range.  In 
addition, she is grateful for RCA’s efforts for conservation of mountain lions 
through the MSHCP.  She informed the RCA Board that the mountain lions 
species has a very high mortality rate (62%).  She is currently working with Dr. 
Winston Vickers of UC Davis on a study of the mountain lions and spoke about 
Dr. Vickers’ involvement with the San Diego Association of Governments 
(mountain lion crossings for the Ortega Highway) and with Orange County 
(Route 241).   She requested that the RCA Board afford Dr. Vickers the 
opportunity to make a presentation to the Board about his study.  Dr. Vickers 
will be available in July and would be available to make a presentation at a 
workshop or at RCA’s regular meeting.    
 
Chairman Stone requested that Vicki Long provide Dr. Vickers’ contact 
information to staff so that a presentation could be arranged.   
  

2) MaryAnn Shushan Miller of Murrieta, California, presented comments that 
were written by Michele A. Staples, a member of the Jackson DeMarco & 
Peckenpaugh law firm, dated March 20, 2002, on behalf of the Dominegonis 
regarding the Riverside County’s Preliminary Administrative Draft MSHCP and 
Implementation Agreement, concluding that the “The MSHCP, as presently 
drafted, simply is too complicated and fails to incorporate the property owner 
protections and assurances, as previously committed…”  She also read the 
written comments by Ken Whitlock, a Murrieta resident, regarding his 
experience with the current process in place to develop his property.  (The 
written comments were submitted to RCA.) 
 

5. BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

There were no Board Member announcements. 
 

6. ADDITIONS/REVISIONS 
 

Staff noted a revision to Page 2 of the minutes. 
 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

M/S/C (MELENDEZ/EDWARDS) to approve the minutes of the April 18, 
2011 meeting of the RCA Board of Directors, as revised.   
 

8. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

8.1 FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 SECOND QUARTER FINANCIAL REPORT AND 
BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS 

 
1) Receive and file the Fiscal Year 2010-11 Second Quarter Financial Report; 
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2) Approve the budget adjustments contained in the attached Exhibit A; and 
 

3) Authorize the Chairman to direct the Auditor-Controller to make the budget 
adjustments contained in Exhibit A. 

 
8.2 RESOLUTION NO. 11-005, RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF THE WESTERN RIVERSIDE COUNTY REGIONAL CONSERVATION 
AUTHORITY AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT FUNDS 
FROM THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION BOARD FOR THE MULTIPLE 
PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS 

 
 Approve Resolution No. 11-005 authorizing the acceptance of grant funds from 

the Wildlife Conservation Board. 
 
8.3 RAMONA DUCK CLUB CONSERVATION EASEMENT – SAN JACINTO 

WILDLIFE AREA 
 
 Receive and file the staff report on the Ramona Duck Club Conservation 

Easement – San Jacinto Wildlife area. 
 

9. RESOLUTION NO. 11-004, RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
THE WESTERN RIVERSIDE COUNTY REGIONAL CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
ADOPTING THE FISCAL YEAR 2011-12 OPERATING AND CAPITAL BUDGET 

 
Honey Bernas, Director of Administrative Services, stated that the proposed FY 
2011-12 RCA Operating and Capital Budget reflects conservative revenue estimates 
and the greatest possible expense reductions while still maintaining minimum 
operating levels to meet RCA’s obligations under the MSHCP.  The proposed RCA 
Operating and Capital Budget for Fiscal Year 2011-12 consist of:  1) $12.2 Million 
Revenues;   2) $13.4 Million Expenditures; and, 3) $1.2 Million Draw on Cash for 
previously Board-approved property acquisitions.  Changes to the projected revenue 
proposal included a 39% reduction to total revenue, 55% donation decrease, 55% 
reduction of grant funding, and a $280,000 increase for civic and infrastructure 
(based on Permittee projections) and 18% tipping fee revenue increase.   There is a 
43% overall reduction in budgeted appropriations which included a 63% decrease in 
land acquisition and a 3% reduction for proposed contracts.  She noted that no 
changes to RCA’s staffing level are proposed.         
 
In response to Melissa Melendez’s question regarding the vacation leave accrual 
benefit, Honey Bernas said that the employees may accumulate up to 1,800 hours.   
 
Jim Hyatt asked about the possibility of changing the maximum vacation accrual 
benefit, and Chairman Stone stated that the County is currently reviewing employee 
benefit packages and will update RCA on any changes. 
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M/S/C (LONG/BUSTER) to adopt Resolution No. 11-004, Resolution of the 
Board of Directors of the Western Riverside County Regional 
Conservation Authority adopting the Fiscal Year 2011-12 Operating and 
Capital Budget. 
  

10. RECURRING CONTRACTS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011-12 
 

Honey Bernas said that over the last three years, RCA has reduced the number of 
recurring contracts and contract amounts where possible.  She noted that the 
proposed recurring contract amount for FY 2011-12 is a 7.5% reduction from the 
previous year.  She then reviewed the list contracts proposed for approval and noted 
that the approval of the recurring contracts will allow RCA to maintain current levels 
of service.     
    

 M/S/C (MONTANEZ/HYATT) to: 
 

1) Approve the recurring contracts for Fiscal Year 2011-12; and 
 

2) Authorize the Chairman to execute said agreements on behalf of the 
Authority. 

 
11. BIOLOGICAL MONITORING PROGRAM WORK PLAN AND COST ESTIMATE 

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011-12 
 

Laurie Correa, Director of Reserve Management and Monitoring, reviewed the 
proposed Biological Monitoring Program Work Plan and Cost Estimate for Fiscal Year 
2011-12.   The MSHCP requires the submission of an annual work plan and cost 
estimate to implement the Monitoring Program and the work plan and budget must be 
approved by the RCA Board, as part of the annual RCA budget.  For FY 2011-12, the 
cost to support the work plan is $1,677,843, which includes California Department of 
Fish and Game (CDFG) funded labor and supplies in the amount of $339,954 and 
Federal State Wildlife Grant funding in the amount of $550,556.  The net cost to RCA 
is $787,345.  The savings from FY 2010-11, as a result of SWG (State Wildlife Grant) 
funding, is being programmed towards the purchase of two used vehicles to replace 
the current CDFG vehicles with relatively high mileage that the CDFG may not 
continue to provide after their eight year obligation ends.     
 

M/S/C (TAVAGLIONE/MONTANEZ ) to approve the Biological Monitoring 
Program Work Plan and Cost Estimate for Fiscal Year 2011-12 in the 
amount of $1,677,843, of which $787,345 will be paid by RCA funds. 
 

12. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

12.1 LOAN PROGRAM UPDATE 
 

Charlie Landry informed the RCA Board that the proposed loan program 
legislation was introduced to the Senate.  It will be introduced to Congress by 





 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 11.1 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 11-007, 
“RESOLUTION FOR THE 

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS TO 
THE SPECIAL DISTRICT RISK 
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS” 
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