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MEETING MINUTES 
Monday, June 8, 2009 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER   

 
The meeting of the Board of Directors of the Western Riverside County Regional 
Conservation Authority was called to order by Chairman Bob Buster at 
1:01 p.m. in the Board Room of the County Administrative Center, First Floor, 
4080 Lemon Street, Riverside, California, 92501. 

 
2. ROLL CALL  

 
Board Members/Alternates Present Board Members Absent 
 

 Marion Ashley John Mansperger 
 Bill Batey  
 Bob Buster  
 Larry Dressel  
 Maryann Edwards 
 Jordan Ehrenkranz 
 Frank Hall 
 Jim Hyatt  
 Robin Lowe 
 John Machisic 
 Melissa Melendez 
 Andy Melendrez 
 Eugene Montanez 
 Karen Spiegel 
 Jeff Stone 
 Gary Thomasian 
 Roy Wilson 
 Mark Yarbrough 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

A. Bud Allen of Temecula, California, spoke about the options presented by Lloyd 
Dixon during his review of the RAND Study before the RCA Board of Directors at 
a previous meeting.  One option was to reroute wildlife linkages from heavily 
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developed areas to less costly linkages to save approximately $1 billion.  He 
agreed that rerouting wildlife linkages to less costly linkage areas is not practical 
and generally not available because developments in the area have increased 
acquisition cost.  However, he believed that the option to safely contain certain 
wildlife by installing medium height electrified fencing and buffer area on each side 
of the area is practical and cost-effective.  This type of containment is used in 
many extensive animal preserves in Africa.  He advocated application of electrified 
fencing for certain wildlife linkages on and along roadways.        

 
B. Vicki Long expressed her concern on a recent action by the Riverside Local 

Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) on a proposal to include annexation to 
the City of Temecula (Santa Margarita area).  She said that the decision will 
severely impact the habitat and wildlife as the quarry will most likely block the 
wildlife corridor linkage between the Santa Ana and Palomar Mountains and that 
certain LAFCO members do not realize the importance of the MSHCP to the 
orderly development of Riverside County.  Threatening this vital linkage 
endangers the overall health of the MSHCP that is essential to the mountain lions 
as well as a number of other protected species.  She iterated the need for 
agencies to work together to make the MSHCP a success.  She then submitted a 
copy of the special linkage report detailing what is at stake to the RCA Board of 
Directors for their reading.        

 
4. BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

There were no Board Member announcements. 
 

5. ADDITIONS/REVISIONS   
 

There were no additions or revisions to the agenda.   
 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

M/S/C (MONTANEZ/LOWE) to approve the minutes of the May 11, 2009 
meeting of the RCA Board of Directors. 
 
Abstain: Ashley, Spiegel 

                                        
7. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 
 

Jim Hyatt requested that Agenda Item No. 7.3, Report Regarding Thomas B. Mullen 
Consultant Services, be pulled from the Consent Calendar.   
 

M/S/C (STONE/MONTANEZ) to approve the following Consent Calendar 
items:                                                  
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7.1 AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE WESTERN RIVERSIDE COUNTY REGIONAL 
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY AND AHERN, ADCOCK AND 
DEVLIN, LLP, FOR MSHCP MITIGATION FEE 

 
Approve Amendment No. 2 to the Professional Services Agreement 
between RCA and Ahern, Adcock and Devlin, LLP, increasing the scope of 
services, extending the term, and increasing compensation.   

  
7.2  AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO AGREEMENT NO. 08002 BETWEEN THE 

WESTERN RIVERSIDE COUNTY REGIONAL CONSERVATION 
AUTHORITY AND U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FISH AND 
WILDLIFE SERVICE (USFWS) FOR PARTIAL ANNUAL FUNDING OF 
AN INTERIM MONITORING PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR/ 
MONITORING PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

 
Approve Amendment No. 2 to Agreement No. 08002 between the RCA and 
USFWS to provide partial annual funding for an interim Monitoring Program 
Administrator or Monitoring Program Coordinator. 
 

At this time, Chairman Buster opened the discussion on Agenda Item No. 7.3.   
 
7.3 REPORT REGARDING THOMAS B. MULLEN CONSULTANT SERVICES 
 

Jim Hyatt expressed his appreciation to staff for providing Tom Mullen’s activity 
report.  He advocated the appearance of Tom Mullen before the RCA Board of 
Directors from time to time in order that they may provide comments, ask 
questions and to feel the same motivation in the efforts to pursue grants and 
funding for the MSHCP.         
 
Charlie Landry noted that Tom Mullen’s contract for FY 2009-10, starting July 1, 
2009, requires a written report on a quarterly basis.     
 

M/S/C (HYATT/ASHLEY) to receive and file the report regarding 
Thomas B. Mullen Consultant Services.   

     
  Abstained:  Stone 
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8. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

8.1 BIOLOGICAL MONITORING PROGRAM WORK PLAN AND COST ESTIMATE 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009-10 

 
 Ken Graff, Director of Land Acquisition, presented the Biological Monitoring 

Program’s work plan and cost for Fiscal Year 2009-10.  In accordance with the 
MSHCP, the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) is the Monitoring 
Program Administrator for the first eight years of the permit.  The MSHCP requires 
the submission of an annual work plan and cost estimate for the implementation of 
the Monitoring Program to the Reserve Management Oversight Committee 
(RMOC).  With the membership of the RMOC being redefined, the work plan and 
cost estimate of $1,049,828 was presented to the Executive Committee for 
endorsement as a line item on the RCA’s budget.  He then reviewed the specific 
tasks of the Monitoring Program, efforts to be undertaken in FY 2009-10, and 
staffing.   

 
 Maryann Edwards noted that San Diego State University is listed to assist on 

some of the studies to be undertaken.  In response to her question as to where the 
studies will be conducted, Ken Graff said that RCA conducts surveys at the San 
Diego State University Santa Margarita Ecological Reserve area.  In addition to 
access to the Reserve area, they share survey information with the RCA.    

 
 Chairman Buster asked if the condition of the State budget could impact the 

Program budget and Ken Graff said that funds for this Program are federal funds 
passed through the State.     

  
M/S/C (STONE/MONTANEZ) to approve the Biological Monitoring 
Program Work Plan and Cost Estimate for Fiscal Year 2009-10 in the 
amount of $1,049,828. 

 
 8.2 RESOLUTION NO. 09-003 APPROVING THE FISCAL YEAR 2009-10 

OPERATING AND CAPITAL BUDGET FOR THE WESTERN RIVERSIDE 
COUNTY REGIONAL CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 

 
  Honey Bernas, Director of Administrative Services, stated that the RCA’s 

proposed operating and capital budget for Fiscal Year 2009-10 is based on the 
following:  1) 51% reduction in development fees; 2) 74% decrease in overall 
revenue projections; 3) No new hires and cost of living adjustments; 4) 20% 
reduction to salaries and benefits, partially due to defunding the vacant Deputy 
Executive Director position; 5) 27% decrease to supplies and services; and, 6) 
34% decrease to contracts. The budget represents 2.18% for Administration, 
92.22% for Land Acquisition; and 5.60% for Management/Monitoring. Total 
revenues are projected at $27.6 million with expenditures at $35.1 million, and 
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draw on cash at $7.5 million.  The budget was prepared using the cost allocation 
assumptions as its guiding principle approved by the RCA Board of Directors.   

 
  Jeff Stone commended Charlie Landry and his staff in recognizing the significant 

decline in revenues over the last year and making adjustments through 
innovative ways by proposing a balanced budget in this challenging time.  He 
wished that the Sacramento leadership could follow RCA’s direction by adjusting 
its expenditures dependant upon incoming revenues.  

  
  Karen Spiegel asked about the $19 million in donations and Honey Bernas stated 

that this represents the County donated properties to the MSHCP which will be 
transferred to the RCA. 

 
  M/S/C (MONTANEZ/ASHLEY) to adopt Resolution No. 09-003 

Approving the Fiscal Year 2009-10 Operating and Capital Budget for 
the Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority. 

 
9. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
 9.1 Presentation of RCA’s New Website 
 
  Charlie Landry stated that as part of the RCA outreach program previously 

discussed by the RCA Board, an important component of that program is to 
provide awareness and publish the Riverside County’s Multiple Species Habitat 
Conservation Plan (MSHCP), and RCA’s objectives, accomplishments, as well as 
the challenges. Therefore, in an effort towards implementing the RCA outreach 
program, staff has worked toward updating the RCA’s website.    

 
  Charlie Landry then introduced Dawn Hassett of Geographics, contracted to 

update RCA’s website, to the RCA Board Members to present and review the 
updated website.   At this time, Dawn Hassett reviewed the components and 
toolbars of the website, its functionality, and the various links that are installed.   

 
  In response to Maryann Edwards’ inquiry if a glossary exists, Dawn Hassett said 

that the website is set up wherein the terms are usually explained as they are 
used.   

 
  Karen Spiegel inquired about a “search” functionality to assist viewers in locating 

information, and Dawn Hassett said the site does not include a “search” function 
at this time.  To do so would require a feature enhancement to detail the kind of 
search and where it would search.   
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  Gary Thomasian and Mark Yarbrough inquired about maintaining the website, 

and Dawn Hassett said that tools were put in place to empower staff to maintain 
and make changes to the web page, except for the navigation and slideshow 
features. 

 
  Andy Melendrez stated that there should be brief descriptions of the various 

species and vegetation, and requested that staff consider adding this feature.   
 
  Chairman Buster mentioned a PBS broadcast that featured the different 

wildflowers that bloom in different seasons in the Lake Elsinore and Wildomar 
areas which would be great link to the webpage.  He will provide staff the 
information as a link to the web site.   

 
 9.2 Update Regarding Status of the Cities Menifee and Wildomar JPA 

Membership with USFWS 
 
  Charlie Landry reported that the implementation agreement between the cities of 

Menifee and Wildomar, the RCA, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and California 
Department of Fish and Game to add of Menifee and Wildomar to the RCA 
Board is close to being finalized.  Staff has been working to have the Federal and 
State agencies sign off on the agreement and are hopeful that execution of the 
documents will be completed in the next few weeks. 

 
 9.3 Follow-up Regarding La Cresta Property Owners’ Association Trails 
 
  Charlie Landry said that at the last meeting, staff was directed to look into a 

statement made at the Public Comment period regarding horse trails in La 
Cresta.  The property is located in the County unincorporated area and is not 
RCA property.  County Code Enforcement has opened an inquiry based on a 
letter relating to horse trails and potential violations from residents of the area.  
This is a 45-60 day process through the County of Riverside.  A public meeting 
will be scheduled.  As far as horse trails on RCA properties, it is the practice to 
work with the property owners in the area.  

 
10. LAND ACQUISITION UPDATE 
 

Ken Graff informed the RCA Board Members that the addition of the Bishop property, 
located in the Temescal Canyon area, brings the total reserve acreage to approximately 
43,796 acres. 
 

11. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
 There were no items requested by the RCA Board Members for the next meeting. 
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