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                                         MINUTES 

Monday, April 2, 2012 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting of the Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority was 
called to order by Chairman Jim Hyatt at 12:32 p.m. in the Board Room of the Riverside 
County Administrative Center, 4080 Lemon Street, Riverside, California, 92501. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
 

Kevin Bash led the RCA Board Members and those present in a flag salute. 
 

3. ROLL CALL  
 

Board Members Present    Board Members Absent 
 
Marion Ashley     John Benoit 
Kevin Bash      Roger Berg 
Bill Batey      Verne Lauritzen 
Ben Benoit      Melissa Melendez 
Randy Bonner     Mark Yarbrough 
Bob Buster       
Maryann Edwards      
Thomas Fuhrman 
Mike Gardner 
Jim Hyatt 
Linda Krupa 
Alan Long 
John Machisic 
Scott Miller 
Eugene Montanez 
Adam Rush 
Karen Spiegel 
Jeff Stone 

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
There were no public comments.
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5. BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
There were no Board Member announcements. 
 

6. ADDITIONS/REVISIONS   
 

There were no additions/revisions to the agenda. 
 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

M/S/C (FUHRMAN/STONE) to approve the March 5, 2012 minutes of the RCA 
Board of Directors meeting, as submitted. 
 
Abstain:  Ashley 

 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR  

 
M/S/C (STONE/MACHISIC) to approve the following Consent Calendar Item: 
  
8.1 MSHCP LOCAL DEVELOPMENT MITIGATION FEE ANNUAL CPI 

ADJUSTMENT 
 

1) Approve not implementing the CPI adjustment for MSHCP Local 
Development Mitigation Fees for Fiscal Year 2012-13. ; and 
 

2) Direct staff to inform member agencies of this action. 
 
9. LAND ACQUISITION POLICY 1.13 
 

Michelle Ouellette, Legal Counsel, informed the RCA Board of Directors that under the 
Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP), property owners not intending to 
file a development application may submit their properties for evaluation and possible 
acquisition under the Non-development Habitat Evaluation and Acquisition Negotiation 
Strategy (HANS) process.  As such, a priority list consisting of these properties is to be 
established per the Plan.  In addition, a separate designated fund is created to purchase 
properties on the priority list.  The proposed policy modifies Section 1.13 of the Land 
Acquisition Policies to clarify that no more than 1% of MSHCP Local Development 
Mitigation Fees received shall be set aside for the purchase of properties on this priority 
list.   
 
In response to Chairman Hyatt’s question if purchase of properties on the priority list will 
be done on a “first come first served” basis, Michelle Ouellette said that at this time, it will 
be on a “first come first served” basis, as outlined in the Plan. 
 
Charlie Landry, Executive Director, iterated that the established priority list is only for 
non-development HANS.  The proposed policy is to commit funds to purchase properties 
on the priority list established for Non-development HANS.      
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Adam Rush asked if there are any substantive differences between the current policy and 
the proposed policy, and Michelle Ouellette said that over the years there have not been 
many applications for evaluation and possible acquisition until recently, which may be as 
a result of the current state of the economy.   
 
Tom Fuhrman asked what compels property owners to submit their properties for 
evaluation and possible acquisition.  Michelle Ouellette responded that it is a sign of the 
times resulting from the current economic situation, but nothing in the Plan requires 
owners to submit a Non-development HANS.   
 
Chairman Hyatt requested that staff explain how funding will be set aside.  Charlie Landry 
stated that 1% of Local Development Mitigation Fees received, i.e., if $5,000,000 in Local 
Development Mitigation Fees is collected, 1% or $50,000 will be set aside. 
 

M/S/C (ASHLEY/STONE) to: 
 
1) Approve the modification to the Land Acquisition Policies Section 

1.13; and 
 

2) Direct staff to establish a fund to set aside no more than one percent 
(1%) of Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan Local 
Development Mitigation Fees received, effective July 1, 2011, to 
purchase priority properties under Section 1.13. 

 
10. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

10.1 Loan Program Update 
 

Charlie Landry, Executive Director, said that the loan program legislation was 
introduced last year by Senator Dianne Feinstein and Congressman Ken Calvert.  
Staff has worked toward having the loan program as a rider to the transportation 
bill; however, the Senate version of the transportation legislation did not include 
our amendment.  To date, the House passed a 90-day extension of the 
transportation bill which is providing an opportunity for staff to work with the House 
to include the loan program.  Congressman Calvert has indicated that he will try to 
include it in the floor action on the House bill.  Efforts are being made to secure 
bipartisan support of the bill.  Senator Feinstein continues to support and will 
assist RCA as she can in the Conference Committee.   
 
Mr. Landry continued and informed the RCA Board of Directors of the annual 
meeting of the California Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) Coalition which 
includes most of the HCP Plans.  Covered in the meeting agenda were to press for 
Section 6 funds (federal match program for HCPs) at the current level for FY 2013 
and to increase funding for FY 2014.  He noted that the Implementation 
Agreement between the Federal/State Fish and Wildlife Service and RCA provides 
that the state and feds acquire one-third of the 153,000 acres.   He commented on 
the importance of having the HCPs support the loan program; therefore, an update 






